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IL A Letter from the Eaft Indies, of Mr John 
Marfhal to Dr Coga, giving art account of 
the Religion, Rites y Notions, Cuftoms % Man- 
ners of the Heathen Priefls commonly called 
Bramines* Communicated by the Reverend 

Mr Abraham de la Pryme, 

Worthy Sir, 

HpHe laft time that I had the bappinefi to to be in 
■*■ your good Company, and to partake of thofe fa- 
vours and bleffings that your Goodnefs was pleafed li- 
berally to bcftow upon me and our Companions, at 
our departure, arid as it were exile from our native 
Land, does fo loudly call out for fotne recompence or 
other at our hands, that I cannot without the greateft 
Ingratitude imaginable, let flip this (tho fudden) op- 
portunity of writing unto you, and prefenting of you 
at this time with what I underftand you more value 
than all the Riches of the Eaft ^ to wit, a few Speci- 
mens of the Knowledge of thofe people whom we ftile 
Barbarians, Heathens and Idolaters, which I have read 
in their own Books, and g£ther'd from the mouths of 
thofe that have been the greateft Speakers and Preach- 
ers amongft them* I have always had a profound Ve- 
neration for the Di&ates of Nature, and the univertal 
Traditions of Nations, for hereby are Infinite things to 
be learned, for the eftablifhing ofc oyr Glorious Religi- 
on againft Atheifts, and the more eafie propagation of 
thv lame amongft Infidels and Heathens* 
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Upon what account or grounds it is that fome Tra- 
vellers have ftif d thefe people Polytheifts, or Atheifts, 
I cannot tell 5 or whether there be any fuch people at 
all in the World, except fome of thebafe common fort 
in all Nations, I much queftion. It is very obfervabfe 
here, that their Priefts, or Brammes, and Holy men t 
wjiom they call Jagees, when they have occaficn to 
write any thing they always put a figure of one in the 
firft placebo fhew,as they fay 5 t hat they acknowledge but 
one God, whom they fay is Burw-, that is, Immaterial, 
When they preach to the people, and inftrud them, 
which is commonly every Feaft-d'ay, full Moon, or the 
time of an Eclipfe of either Luminary, they tell the 
common people much of God, Heaven and Hell, but 
very Imperfeftly, Ohfcurely and Myftically. They fay 
that when God thought of making the World, he 
made it in a minute. 

They account this World the Body of God, for 
all that they fay he's Immaterial 5 and lay that the 
Higheft Heavens are his Head, the Fire his Mouth, the 
Air his Breath and Breaft, the Water his Seed, and the 
Earth and the foundations thereof his Legs and Feet. 
But aflert in general that God is the life of every thing, 
yet is the thing neither greater nor iefs for him* 

They hold that God dwelt in a Vacuity before that 
he created the World, and that as he dwelt in that Va- 
cuity he created feveralBeings out of himfelf, the firft were 
Angels,the fecond Souls, the third Spirits,all differing in 
degrees of Purity* the firft being more pure than the fe- 
cond,and the fecond than the third. The Angels, they 
lay, neither aft Good nor Evil, the Souls either Good 
or Evil, but the Spirits, or Dewtas, as they call them, 
ad fcarce any thing but Evil. 

They # have a good Opinion of the Angels, and think 
their ftate mighty happy, hoping that when they dye 
they fliall be made partakers of the fame blifs and plea- 
fore. They 
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They believe that every thing that hath Life hath k 
Soul, but efpecially Man 3 and they accordingly affirm, 
that asthefe Souls behaved themfelves in their pres- 
ident ftate, fo are their A&ions in this World either 
good or bad, by a fort of fatal Neceffity, which is ve- 
ry hard to conquer, or to overcome. Hence it is, fay 
they , that there are fo many different Humours 
and Difpofitions of men, for their Souls, before their 
entrance into their Bodies, being tainted with dif- 
ferent Affe&ions, caufes the like Differences in the par- 
ties, whofe Bodies are their Vehicles. So that if a man 
happen to have a fudden or unfortunate Death, they 
immediately afcribe the fame to the party's own wick- 
ednefs, or the bad life that his Soul led before that it 
enter'd into his Body- For, fay they, the afore-a&ed 
Evil that his Soul did in its other Life, brought thefe 
accidents upon him, by getting the upper hand of him, 
and by being too powerful and ftrong. And thofe that 
dye thus, they believe that their Souls turn immediately 
into Devils- They maintain Pythagoras $ Tranfmigrati- 
on, or Metempfycojis, but in a groilerfenfe than he did* 
For they believe that mens Souls, that have not lived 
fo well as they ought, go as foon as the Body dyes 
not only into Birds and Beafts, but even into the bafefc 
Reptiles, Infeds and Plants t where they fuffer a ftrong 
fort of purgation,- to expiate their former Crimes : But 
as for the Souls of the Jogees, or Fuches, that is, o£ 
Religious Men and Saints, they fancy that they go and 
inhabit with the good Dewtas, or Angels, ariiongft the 
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As for the Spirits, or t nferiour Angels, they believe 
that they are very evil, and have a hand in all Wick- 
ednefles, Murders, Wars, Storms, and Tempefts $ fo 
that when they folemnize the Funerals of thofe that 
are dead, they always prefent Difhes of Meat, as Offer- 
ings unto thofe Spirits, and fometimes Sacrifice unto* 
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them, that they may not hurt the Souls of the Dead. 

As they acknowledge the Being of a mighty GoH t 
fo they hold that he created the World, and every 
thing therein. They believe that there are almoft in- 
finite number of Worlds, and that God has oftentimes 
Annihilated and Re-Created the fame. But how he 
came firft to Create the World and Mankind, they re- 
late to have been thus— Once on a time (fay they) as 
he was fet in Eternity, it came into his mind to make 
fomething , and immediately no fooner had he 
thought the fame , but- that the fame minute was 
a peried beautiful Woman prcfent immediately before 
hnn,which he calkdddea Svktee.that is 5 the firft Woman : 
Then this figure put into his mind the figure of a Man $ 
which he had no fooner conceived in his mind, but 
that he alfo darted up, and reprefented himfelf before 
him 5 this he called Manapmje, that is, the firft Man 5 
then upon a refle&ion of thefe things, he refolv'd fur- 
ther to create feveral places for them to abide in, and 
accordingly afluming a fubtil body, he breathed in a 
minute the whole Univerfe, and every thing therein, 
from the kaft to the greateft. 

They conftantly believe that the Univerfe cannot 
poffibly laft longer than 71 Javgs, which is a meafure 
of time with them, and is ... . years. Which when 
it is come, God does not only annihilate the whole 
Univerfe, but even every thing elfe, as well Angels, 
Sonls^ and Spirits, as Inferiour Creatures 5 and then he 
remains in the fame ftate that he was in before the 
Creation 5 But fay, that after he has a while refpired 
thus, he breathes again, and every thing is Created a- 
frefh, as well Angels and Souls, as all other things ; 
but as for the Spirits^ they are no more thought of. 
Yet for all this, after 71 Joogs more all is Annihilated 
again. How many Joogs are paft fince the World was 
laft Created ihey cannot certainly td\ 5 only 'tis cl> 
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fervable that in an Almanack of theirs, written in the 
Sanfrlp Language in 1670, they make the World then 
3892771 years old from its lad Creation. 

The Bra-mines oi Per/ia tell certain long ftorks of a 
great Gyant that was led into a moft delicate Garden, 
which upon certain conditions (hould be his own for 
ever. But one evening in a cool fhade, one of the 
Wicked Deivias, or Spirits, came to him, and tempted 
him with vaft fumms oi Gold, and all the moft preci- 
ous jewels that can be imagined ; but he courageoufly 
withftood that temptation, as not knowing what va- 
lue or u(e they were of : But at length this wicked 
Dewta brought to him a fair Woman, who fo charm'd 
him, that for her fake he moft willingly broke all his 
Conditions, and thereupon was turned out. 

They tell a great many ftories, abfurd and ridiculous 
enough, of the firft ages of this prefent World, which 
would be too tedious here to take notice of j only I 
(hall here give you out of one of their own Books what 
they tell us of a great Flood that formerly happened- 
They fay, that about 2 1000 years ago the Sea over- 
whelmed and drowned the whole Earth, except one 
great Hill, far to the Northwards, called Bindd, and - 
that there fled thither only one woman and feven men, 
the names of whom were, Dehoolah^ Sunnuh^ Sunnand^ 
Trilkek*, SannoUh^ Qippyloftiaiv, Surafihah > arid Burr co- 
ping 5 thefe, underftanding out of their Books fhat 
f uch a Flood would come, and was then a&ually com- 
ing, prepaid againft the fame, and repaired thither 5 
to which place alfo went two of all fort of Creatures, 
Herbs, Trees, andGraffes, and of every thing that had 
life, to the number in all of 1800000 living Souls, 
This Flood (fay they) lafted iqo years, 5 months and 
5 days : After which time all thofe Creatures that were 
thus preferved, defcended down again and replenished 
the Earth; But as for the 7 men and Woman, only one 

of- 
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of them came down with her, and dwelt at the foot 
of the Mountain, the other fix turned Fuchets, or 
Holy Men, and fpent there the remainder of their 
days. 

They hold in general the Vtolomak Syftem of the 
Univerfe, and (ay that there are 8 or 9 Heavens, count-, 
ing the Air and Earth, every one exceeding another in 
Beauty and Glory- 

Their Religion confifts of nothing that I could ever 
Fee or learn,but the leading of a Pure Life, the Walhing 
away of their Sins in the River Ganges, their muttering 
over of diverfe Prayets, and their doing of ftrange and 
incredible Penances. 

They fay, that God is fuch a one, that whofoever 
feeks him, let it be after what manner he pleafes, whe- 
ther by thinking that the Sun is he, or the Moon, or 
the like, if they do it but fincerely and honeftly, with 
a right affe&ed heart, they (hall be received of him. 

They report, that on a time a Muffulman feeing a 
Hindoo, or Pagan Prieft, in Heaven, he ask'd God how 
that Infidel came to have admittance thither 3 whom 
Mahomet fo often calls by the name of Bitter Roots? To 
whom God anfwer d,What if a Bitter Root bring forth 
(weeter Fruit than any of you,why fhould I norreceive 
it ? Upon which the Muffulman had no more to fay. 

They hold, that fuch as fuffer not their minds to 
wagder after the lufts of the world are perfedt Jogees, 
or Saints, and hold that. God is always prefent with 
them in all their aftions. 

It is to be found in many of their Books, that there 
was a tim^ a good while ago, in which God took upon 
him the- Chape of a Man, and fpent many years in re- 
forming the world, and giving better rules to walk by 
than had been before : but at length having left them, 
they foon forgot him and his Rules, and return d to 
their former courfes 5 upon which he told them that 

he 
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he would leave them to their ways, and never under- 
take any fuch thing again. 

The Religious at Tome certain feafons of the year 
come unto the River Ganges (which they call the Holy 
River) in vaft multitudes, even from many parts of 
Tartary, to wafli away their /ins, and make expiatioa 
for their faults. 

This Ganges. is a- delicate fine River, chiefly for the 
fake of its rnoft fweet, pure and clear Waters, which 
have got it the greatefi efteem of any River in theEaft. 
I. have oftentimes fail'd many miles up it, and have 
found it in fome places not to be above a mile broad, in 
others not half fo much, and in one or two places not 
above one eighth of a mile. In April, when the Wa- 
ter is at the lowefh it is alrnoft dry in many places $ 
but when it is atthehigheft, which is commonly about 
the middle of September, it is very deep, and many 
miles broad. 

When the people are here gather cl together, they 
have a great many ftrange Cuftoms and Ceremonies, 
and pay a kind of Divine Honour and Worfliip to the 
River, too long and tedious here to mention. The 
Hindoo's and Bramims preach then every day to the 
people, teaching them their Duties, and ordering them 
to fay fuch and fuch Prayers 5 but above all things to 
be Charitable to the poor and needy. 

It is reported, that upon the Hills by Cafmere there 
are men that live fome hundreds of years, and can 
hold their breaths, and lye in Trances for feveral yeass 
together, if they be but kept warm 3.. and that every 
year fome of them come down unto the people at 
Ganges, and do many great Cures 5 for whom they 
have fuch a veneration, that they frequently drink the 
Water they wafh their fweaty Feet in. 

The Penances and Aufterities that they undergo are 
alrnoft incredible 5. moft of them through thejr conti- 
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nnal Failings, and lying npon the parching hot Sand 
in the heat of the Sun, are fo lean, dry'd and withered, 
that they look like Skeletons or Shadows, and one can 
fcarce perceive them to breathe, or feel their Pulle 
beat. 

When any great man dves a mongft them, but efpeci- 
ally any of their "Jogee's, orSa r ints,they make great pre- 
parations for their Funeral $ the Corpfe is laid on its 
belly, and Salt and Rice laid round abojit it at every 
corner on the ground. Then the neareft Relations to 
the party deceafed carry a pot of Water on their (boul- 
ders feveral times about the Funeral Pile, when they 
burn them, then breaking it in pieces, fpills the Water. 
Which Ceremony being ended, the Pile is fired, and 
then all the Relations begin to howl, and embrace one 
another, then wafhing themfelves in fome neighbour- 
ing River, they depart every one to his home 5 and as 
for the remaining AJChes, if he be rich they gather them 
up, and caft them into the Ganges or the Sea. 

Sometimes it happens that the Wife of the deceafed 
oarty, if (he have no Children, and be old, or ill to 
. ive in the world, will burn herfelf with the dead bo- 
dy 3 but this happens very feldom. It is faid, that in 
fuch cafes the Bramncs give the woman a ftupifying 
Liquor, which by the time that they are in the fire 
makes them fencelets of any pain* 

To know into what Body the Soul of the Deceafed 
is tranfmigrated they do thus $ they fcrew the A (lies of 
the dead upon the place where 'he was firft laid after 
his death, and handfuls of odoriferous Flowers about 
the fame, and returning again in 44 hours, they judge 
by fome pretended impreffion or other in the Afhes, 
into what body it is gone : if the foot of an Horfe, or 
Dog,orOx,or fuch like appear,then they certainly give 
out that it is gone into fuch like Creatures 5 but if no- 
thing appear, then they think it is certainly gone to the 
Smry Regions, * As 
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As for their Learning and Knowledge it is but little 5 
they have indeed feveral Books writ in diverfe Lan- 
guages, but they contain nothing but a great deal of 
fluff and cant about their Worfhip, Rites and Cere- 
monies. 

They are ignorant of all parts of the World but their 
own $ they wonder much at us, that will take fo much 
care and pains, and run thro fo many dangers both by 
Sea and Land, only, as they fay, to uphold and nourilh 
Pride and Luxury. For, fay they, every Country in 
the whole world is Efficiently endowed by Nature with 
every thing that is neceffary for the life of Man, and 
that therefore it is madnefs to feek for, or defire, that 
which is needlefs and unneceffary. 

The laft time that I was at Modujferpore in Indo(lan 9 
I had a great deal of talk with a Bramine fomewhat 
more learned than any of the reft, his name was Ram- 
fiaunt - he told me a great many Secrets in Phyfick, and 
told me many Traditions and Stories. He fays, that if 
you bury a piece of Money for fome confiderable time 
in the mouth of a live Frog, and then dig it up again 
at midnight,that this piece of Money, to whomfoever 
you give or pay it, will always return to you again. 

He fays,that if the little Worm in theWood Lukerakem 
be cue in two, and the one part ftirs and the other not, 

the ftirring part be bruifed, and given with half a 
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Beetle to a Man, the other half to a Woman, this 
Charm will keep them from ever lying abfent one from 
the other. 

They have Books full of the like absurdities, and 
Cabaliftick Complication of Figures 3 as for example, if 
you write thefe following Numbers, 28, 35,2, 7.— — 
£>3>3 2 >3* — 34> 29,8, 1,-^4,5,30^3. in the fquares 
of a fquare figure, and your Enemies name under it, 
and wear it always about you, your Enemy (hall never 
be able to hurt you. 

A a a a a a -So 
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So it you write the following figures in the like man- 
ner upon the Left hand, 2, 9, 2, 7—6, 3, 6, 5, — 8,5, 

8,1 4,5,4,7 — with Turmeric, and wafh the 

fame off with fair Water of Ganges, and drink it, it 
will cure all manner of Venemous Bitings. 

Multitudes of fuch like ridiculous fancies they have ^ 
all which they feem to have borrowed from the Cabala 
of the Saracens, which is full of fuch like. 

I lately heard a Br amine fay, that if fome of the 
Pieces or knots of the Cloath (in •which a Woman 
hath been burned with her Husband ) be faved, and 
made up in the form of a Wick, and fitted for a Lamp, 
and lighted, and fet in a dead Womans Skull, that it 
would make the dead party appear. This he faid he 
had done, but I did not believe him. 

When they have any mad men amongft them, they 
take them and put them into a clofe Room, juft big 
enough to hold them, and almoft fmoke them to death 
with Musk and cold Smells, which foon brings their 
brains into.their right temperature, and fo recovers 
them, &c. 

There happened two things in our Voyage hither 
which Ithought very obfervable, tho perhaps they 
may not be unknown to you— The firft was, that all 
our Tornadoes brought much Rain with a ftink 3 and 
if the Sea-men did but lay their Cloaths by for 24 
hours, they became all full of little Maggots. The fe* 
cond is, When we came out of Europe we took in fomei 
Water at Stjagos, and when we were, almoft at our 
journeys end, our Cooper going with a Candle to open 
one of the Casks, he had no fooner done it, but 
the Water immediately took fire, and burnt his 
Face, Hands and Fingers; but he fuddenly turnings 
about trench ct the fame, by fetting his Britch on it. It 
ftunk pretty much alfo at the fame time, but afterwards 
came .to, its native fweetnefs, &c> I am purs, &c. 

Ja Marffial, 



